
Case Study –City of Utica Incinerator Road PV Site 
▪In 2014, the city evaluated a number sites and solar companies in 

order to compete in NYSERDA NY Sun Program (PON 2956)
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▪One site was viable: 
“Incinerator Road Site”

▪20+ acres directly west of the 
former Utica Hardfill

▪Located between the Erie Canal 
and Mohawk River
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Promising Site

Á Parcels wholly-owned by the 
City

Á Limited access/use

Á Good locations with regard to 
size, solar orientation, etc.

Á Positive preliminary utility 
report 

Á Incentive through PON 2956 
competitive bid
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Site Evaluation - 2014
The following studies and permitting efforts were completed:

Á Wetlands

Á Floodplain evaluation for system height

Á Special Use Permit from City ZBA in June 2015

Á State Historic Preservation Office approval June 2015

Å National Register Listed Barge Canal

Á SEQR

Å Full EAF

Å Common Council Lead Agency –Negative Declaration in June 2015

Á Pull Tests

Á Geotechnical 



4

Design Progress at that Point 

Á 4.2 MW System

Á 2 arrays

Á Incentive secured

ÁPPA in place

ÁDetailed utility study 
complete

Á 80% design set complete
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Geotechnical Findings –Potential Issues
ÁGeotech investigation 

found inconsistent 
materials

ÁBallasted system 
considered

Á Incentive timeline 
prevented further onsite 
analysis
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All Was Not Lost
ÁOther sites in development

Å Same utility, same load zone

ÁNYSERDA approved moving project

ÁAbout to launch detailed study at new 
site

Á Title search revealed mineral rights 
reservation 

……but in solar you never give up
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Á Found another site across the street

Á Could use same interconnection 
application

Á NYSERDA continued to approve schedule 
and site

Á City continued to support the project

Á Wetlands, title, interconnection, tree 
heights –all check

Á Detailed CESIR study underway

Á Operation in 2017

Still…All Was Not Lost


